Assignment Overview

Write a 5-7 page critical analysis of a film that incorporates an interpretation of various technical elements and social and cultural meanings that point to the film’s ideological motivations. Situate the film within its period of release, paying attention to any politics of race, class, gender, sexuality, age, ability, etc. within the film. You may also situate the film in relation to its director’s other films or directly compare or contrast it to another course film.

Title 2.5 points
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Craft a thoughtful title that relays your paper’s major argument
Introduction/Thesis Statement (one paragraph) 10 points
You may open with a brief ‘hook,’ quote, or other relevant attention grabbing technique should you choose
Introduce the reader to the general topic
Tell the reader why this issue is important to study
State your specific argument in a tightly written thesis statement including a summary of the elements you will discuss in service of your thesis statement
Film Synopsis (one paragraph) 5 points
Provide a BRIEF plot summary
Address the historical context of the film (when it was made and by whom, any movements and traditions, relevant historical/social conditions of the time, etc.)
Include the film’s central themes
Your Argument (3-5 pages) 30 points
Unpack your selected 3 technical/narrative elements & sociocultural meanings 
Continually tie them to your larger argument to support your thesis statement
Provide a nuanced, in-depth, and thoughtful analysis of each element making sure they relate to, build upon, and/or are in conversation with one another
Conclusion/Implication (one paragraph) 10 points
Provide a brief summary of what you have argued
Conclude with a reminder of why this topic was important to study and any thoughts for future study
Format and Citations 2.5 points
Do not forget to cite the film!
Do not forget in-text citations
Cite any other sources you utilize
You may choose the format of your preference (e.g. APA, MLA, Chicago, etc.), but you must adhere to an established formatting system
